Responsibilities of the Teacher

of the subject, but in precept, example, criticism and dis-
cussion,

TRADITION OF EDUCATIONAL REMOTENESS

At one time the school did constitute a little world by
itself. To-day we realize more and more that the school
is a part of life and that it cannot perform the tasks we
demand of it if the problems of everyday life are shut out
by a screen of tradition. Life inside school should approxi-
mate to life outside it. The rights and duties of a citizen
of the world, the disastrous effects of war and the blessings
of peace are important. Modern issues are entirely in accord
with the new philosophy of education as nourishment for
life.

The teacher must be a social psychologist, and must there-
fore know himself, and, as Professor Pear has pointed out
(see p. 115), know his charges. He must recognize also that
many of his pupils live, outside school hours, in environment
totally different from his own. Professor Pear has given us
timely warning of this. Most social psychology, and views
on education, have been produced int Great Britain by
members of the middle class, and they have too often been
unaware of this limiting factor. Examples of this attitude
of mind have sometimes been thrown into relief during the
war. For example, in discussing fuel saving, some people
who had never known what it was not to be able to have
a bath when they wanted one, suggested a nation-wide
campaign urging people not to have more than two hot baths
a week, in blind ignorance that there were numerous bathless
houses.

Leaders of thought brought up in a particular environment
are apt to think that certain subjects are important or trivial,
popular or dull, in general, though a different culture group
might hold quite different views. Neither a social psycho-
logist nor a teacher must be * tuned in' merely to those
expressions of social life which the conventions of his social
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